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g Abstract _ & . k

? A sarpanch ot pradhan s a decion-maker, elected by the village-level constitutional body of local

selfpovemment called the Gram Sabha (village government) in India [1] The wmmmh.mwim e
| with athar elected panchayat members (referred 1o ay QO«Hﬂ\\s‘sldikﬁ:ﬁg apancl), c<)n§mm§£ kﬁnf \
f panchiavat The sapanch ix the focal point of contact beween govermment officers and the village
! constitutio

oy and retins power Lot five years The fegistation in the amendment of ¢
Ot et limg the provisions i respest of panchayat ) and municipality is
mark for new and elective system of focal self-government The fate Prime Mim:
fad embarked upon copowenment of people 1o have greater say inthetr owna
levels i addinon o the nation and state levels. The concept of -:mmm\‘ﬂ ‘
theseacty which s compley organism of multilevel interactions and interrelat

A sapanch or pradhan s a decision-maket, clecied
ot tocal selfpovemment called the Gram Sabha tilla

Meaning of sarpanch .
Nar meaning head. and panch meaning fiv:
moakens of the gram panchy st ol the village
In the state of West Beugal, a Sarpanch
Vs and has deputy as Upa Pradhan &
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Panchayati raj e /
Although panchayats have been in existence in India since antiquity, in pos!-lndependgncg, 1
India, most of the rural development and community development projects ”havc. been sought lo be
executed through panchayats, India's federal structure of governance means that dtfkrem states have >
different laws governing the powers of the gram panchayats and sarpanches. . v

Sarpanch Election and Responsibilities : : i 4
The Sarpanch, is an elected head of Gram Panchayat and has the following responsibilities that
needed 1o be performed on behalf of a village: ' 3 i :
* To maintain street lights, construction & repair work of village roads . el we
* To maintain village markets, fairs and functions, collection of taxes if any, festivals and

celebrations arrangements, ' S "

* To maintain record of births, deaths and also the marriages in the viﬂage and update the
administration accordingly. b g e

* Maintenance and crcaliop of basic civic amenitjes and infrastn:clurc ina vilfﬁge_' o

* A Sarpanch has the duty 10 look afier bot
has to maintain them. For Example:

* Opening up or mainlenance of a medicalk’dispcnsary in a village fof’brOVi&iﬁg{lyjya e o alxh &

h the village infrastructure and civic amenities and o

facilities. e el .
* To maintain street lights, construction & repair work of village roads
*  To maintain record of births, deaths and also th

50 the marriges 1y 1 villagev'aﬁd'~: D
administration accordingly. v e T ol P the

Micro 'pia’nning and prioritization of |1¢¢ds in the Vi!lag¢ ;Convcrgetm}ab*(’51'P fund < -

functionaries of all Government schemes at the village level 1o achieve humap d;,;.e,“obmenl s and
Panchayats are autonomus rural goveming bodies. And the Sarpanch is g ,héadﬁ?{as

panchayat. Its an elected post. The sarpanch holds conslitutional pow S U c:

A i ek

i ¢r. 80 in'sing|e g\.ord Sﬁfpaxi
is like prime minister of the area. o o ST

Reservation for women Rl ; . L
Underlining the parity of the genders Gandhiji obscrch that “woman jg the OMmpanjgn t“ '
man, gified with equal mental capacities, she has right (o participate in l}‘)e;mim,‘;ew details op th(;
activities of man and she has the same right of freedom and hbm;'r‘as'he by sheer fore ¢ of'g Wcious
custom, even the most ignorant and worthless men haye beerz cn‘[o-ymg A Superiority gyep Women
which they do not deserve and ought not 1o haye” (Muhgﬂxgm (:ax@hx,’ 1918), g0
To muke political empowerment of ‘w'om‘en, a reality the issue of -fcs,crm“f)n‘?.r'!@ ol the
seals for women at the grassroot lcycl organisation was laken by women's 0733"13{1!09,?f§nd the
-soeial activists. The Government of India passcd !fzc 73rd and 74th Amcnd‘mcn‘ts ‘.Vh"'?h‘ Pvedh, |
BORL @omcﬂ?i political participation al thc’ grgssroog level panchuyanrqj institutions, . fy Wi
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expeted that the parchayatien) institution would in sure political cmpos cement and s f'fﬂfgfimwi of /
thar socud stats ranoving the social and economie discrmination agamsl tbcm '

Article 243D of the 73rd Constitutjonal Amendiment requires one-thied of ww 11 Juite Iuy 'l* m{f
one-third of panchayat chairperson positions be reserved for women, actoss all three levels of the
panchayat cay system. [2]{3]:24 This amendiment followed various state-Jevel feyt.shmw' reforsns it
which reservations were set for panchayat positions 1o bc held by women. i ' "

,/

India: Role and smportance of a sarpanch; information on how this pomum is ﬁllcd nmf wh.lf kin
ol authonty & sarpanch has in relation to the law, including his or her rclauowshm with mi@
imformation on how casily a sarpanch can be contacted from autside the wuntry. thhcr th@ palis
consult a sarpanch before arrests are made or any other major action 1t witl a
community, whether a sarpanch can issuc documents and his or her mle/in doin
Rescarch Directorate, Immigration and Refugee Board of C mmda‘ Ot wa .

Role of a sarpanch iz

A sarpanch is the chairperson of an cluctcd council al'vﬂlugc
(district and sub-district) levels in India. Most are men, but some ar :
the council, but in many cases, s/he also wiclds considerable informal power over - and in some sy
places even dominates - public afTairs w ithin the arena covered by the council, Smu: 1993, zhese "
posts have all been filled by indirect clection by the members 0{14 Iow-lcul wunmls who are
themselves directly elected by voters, m (almost al\\ays) fnc :md air clections, wcry tw« yu:s‘(}‘
Apr. 2008) “ i /,
Provisions relating to pmm.huyms were added to lhc (.pnsmutmn lhrough cmctmcnz oF xhe
Constitution (73td Amendment) Act, 1992 in 1993 (India n.d.a; see also Frontling l‘) Jul) FAug: 2
2003). The Constitution defines a panchayat as “an msu(ulmn (by whalm:t name wllcd) of mf.‘;;,
government constituted under article 2438, for the rural areas” (India 26 Nov. 1949, Ant. W3y
and stipulates that every state must have panchayats "at the village, intermediate and district
levels, ™ (ibid., Art, 243B). The Constitution also empowers states 1o rcgulm and ovcmc' j
panchayats (ihid., Art. 243, 243C) and since this amendment to the € onstitution, the states have ey
enacted legislation relating to panchayats (ibid. n. d.a). B .

[t]he caste panchayat is ditferent (rom the gram panchayat, which is an cleucd body. hcadcd 7
by the sarpanch. The former draws ifs legitimacy from its ¢laim of being sclf-appointed keeper of
 tradition, customs and cultural practices, while the Jater s a rcprcscnmmc oi lhc law of xhu lmd ;

(6Feh 2007)

t low-intermediate
omen. The sarpanch uham

"

The sarpanch's relation to the law and police ; ~
i he profgssor of Anthrepology explained that panchayats are mwl\‘\,‘d i local pulmu and

that they are a means o resalve conflicts between peaple (27 Mar. 2008). He added that a panchayat

Vs e P Vot G SRR o
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involved is small and a panchaya
atters where the amount of money 1nvo {1 e it S
~ i d the amount beyond their jurisdiction; for larger
may serve as 4 court of first instance if they fin . (iustice (Professor 27 Mar, 2008),
sums of money, the conflict would be resolved before a court 0l fict (he dFranch would chats
In cases where the panchayat would decide on a case fo resolve a conllict, :
i3 : te of the panchayal representatives
the hearing, but the decision would be made by taking a vo ‘e (Professor 27 Mar
attending; although, the professor noted that this procedure may vary by sta ;
200 ired to notify th
The Professor of Anthropology stated that the police would not b'e r'equm: o notify the
sarpanch before making an arrest or taking any other important action within the panchay.at, but
would usually do so (Professor 27 Mar, 2008). Conversely, however, sarpanches are required to
notity the police if they find evidence of certain crimes in their area of Jjurisdiction, such as murder
(1bid.). According to the Professor, sarpanches do not have any power (o make arrests but, in cases
where police have an arrest warrant for an individual, they would probably have the sarpanch
accompany them 10 the wanted individual's house to make the arrest (ibid.). When asked why the

sarpanch would accompany the police to make an arrest, the Professor explained that it was first of
ay to make the arrest publicly

can act as a judicial body inm

allo affirm the identity of the person being sought (ibid.). It is also a w
known in the panchayat and this procedure is followed out of respec
(ibid.). ’ :
The role of a sarpanch in issuing documents s

Sarpanches can issue documents in their c'a;/')écilyéas official wit : g
have official recognition by courts (Professor 27 Mar. 2008). waéycf, ,?f:;tz :.: :;:?Z'S?Bdocuments, |
cven though these documents are officially recognized by the courts, *[the COUris]( i "" orated l}?at
have to belicve [the letters] but they have some authority" (Professor 27 Mar. 2008 n! Necessarily
whether a sarpanch can issue documents, the Professor from the Univ - °) When askeq -
this could vary from state to state (3 Apr. 2008). In a state where g Sarpanch is e, dicateq that
documents, “then the police and the courts would normally take these doéurhentspo“.'cred 10 issue
(Professor 3 Apr, 2008). However, the Professor from Quite Scn'ously"
police and the lower courts in India are often quite corru
convention or the law, If they harboured an animus ag

the University of Londop adde '
Pl, 50 their actions often do not hat the
t@s¢) a sarpanch is a woman or from a Jow-
prejudiced way towards them. (ibid., emphas

ersity of Longop,

; ik <o
ainst a sarpanch, or if (as g nfonn ¢

Om
status casle, the

: et :
| police and courts mighy gy o the
I8 in original)

Cha\'c in a

Conclusion :

221

t for the village or panchayat
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